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Central Nervous System

Overview

There are only two infectious agents that are considered primary pathogens
of the central nervous system. Theiler's munne encephalomyehtis virus
only rarely causes clinical disease in mice. Encephalitozoon cumcuh, a
common pathogen in rabbits, has been reported in mice and rats only a few
times and has not been observed to cause clinical disease in the latter species.
Both agents have been encountered as contaminants of rodent cell cultures

Theiler's Virus

Significance

Low. Theiler's virus probably is rare as a natural infection of contemporary
mice and rats.

Perspective

Theiler's munne encephalomyelitis virus (TMEV) infection in mice re-
sembles poliomyelitis virus infection in humans However, there are few
reported instances of natural disease caused by TMEV in mice (Theiler,
1934, 1937, 1941; Theiler and Card, 1940a, Thompson et al., 1951) and
only one m rats (McConnell et al., 1964). The major importance of TMEV
is that experimental infections in mice provide valuable models of polio-
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